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Welcome to SILVILASER 2009

Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas, USA

October 14-16, 2009

We are pleased to welcome you to the 2009 edition of Silvilaser on
behalf of the Conference Organizing Committee. We very much
hope we have assembled an exciting program with outstanding
speakers throughout the technical sessions and the four guest talks, a
panel discussion, posters display, social events, and networking
opportunities. We are especially pleased to have Dr. Jeffrey R.
Seemann, Vice-President for Research at Texas A&M University,
address the opening of the conference. We are delighted to host the
first conference organized in the brand new Interdisciplinary Life
Sciences Building, a perfect match for the Silvilaser interdisciplinary
interests in lidar remote sensing for vegetation studies.

We encourage you to take advantage of the networking opportunities
to get reacquainted with old friends and colleagues from throughout
the world and to take the time to make new acquaintances. The
Organizing Committee, including the Scientific Committee, has
worked tirelessly to develop a strong program covering a wide range
of topics in order to keep pace with the rapidly growing lidar remote
sensing environment.

Our business and logistics coordinators, along with our webmaster,
have gone through a lot of efforts with Silvilaser 2009. We would
like to thank our sponsors, student volunteers, ILSB administrators,
and audio-visual personnel, for their invaluable contributions to the
conference.

Finally, thank you, old and new Silvilaser fans, for joining us this
year and for contributing to a memorable and fruitful conference. It
is wonderful to have you here in Aggieland — learn as much as you
can, have fun, and do not forget to say ‘Howdy.’

Sorin C. Popescu Ross F. Nelson Kaiguang Zhao

Sorin Popescu,
Conference Chair

Ross Nelson,
Conference Co-chair

“:

Kaiguang Zhao,
Conference Co-chair

Amy Neuenschwander,
Conference Co-chair

Amy Neuenschwander



Silvilaser 2009 Opening Address
Dr. Jeffrey R. Seemann

Dr. Jeffrey R. Seemann is Vice President for Research at Texas A&M
University, where he leads the Division of Research and Graduate
Studies. He is also a professor in the Departments of Biology and
Biochemistry/Biophysics.

Dr. Seemann is an internationally recognized plant biologist with
research interests in the ecology, physiology, biochemistry, and
molecular biology of photosynthesis and global change. Prior to his
arrival at Texas A&M, Dr. Seemann served a very successful tenure as
Dean of the College of the Environment and Life Sciences and
Professor of Cell and Molecular Biology at the University of Rhode
Island, where he also served as Director of the Rhode Island Agricultural Experiment Station and
Rhode Island Cooperative Extension. In addition, Dr. Seemann was appointed by the Governor
to co-chair the Rhode Island Science and Technology Advisory Council and to serve as a
member of the Board of Directors of the Slater Technology Fund, the state’s venture capital
organization. Prior to that, he was Professor and Chair of the Department of Biochemistry in the
School of Medicine and College of Agriculture, Biotechnology and Natural Resources at the
University of Nevada, Reno.

In the course of his personal research career, Dr. Seemann has been awarded more than $24
million in research funding from state and federal agencies, including the National Science
Foundation, the U.S. Department of Energy, and the U.S. Department of Agriculture. He has
published more than 75 peer-reviewed publications in major journals, including Nature and
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (USA), and is listed by Current Contents as
one of the top 250 most cited researchers in the world in the area of plant and animal sciences.

Silvilaser 2009 Invited Speakers

Dr. Erik Naesset, Professor, Department of Ecology and Natural Resource Management,
Norwegian University of Life Sciences, Norway

Dr. Kathleen Bergen, Associate Research Scientist, The School of Natural Resources and
Environment, University of Michigan, USA

Dr. K. Jon Ranson, NASA Project Scientist and Acting Branch Head, the Biospheric Sciences
Branch, NASA, USA

Dr. Randolph Wynne, Professor of Forestry Remote Sensing, The Department of Forest
Resources and Environmental Conservation, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University,
USA
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Silvilaser 2009: Final program

17:00-19:00 -Conference Check-in, University Club, Rudder Tower, Texas A&M Campus
-Icebreaker Reception, University Club, Rudder Tower, Texas A&M Campus

Conference-at-a-Glance

Day 1 - Thursday, Oct. 15

(orgclootsHololRegistration & Check-in, Interdisciplinary Life Sciences Bldg., Texas A&M University

Opening Address, Dr. Jeffrey R. Seemann, Vice President for Research, Texas A&M University
Auditorium, Interdisciplinary Life Sciences Bldg
Keynote 1: Sampling with airborne lasers for regional forest inventory

08:00-08:30

08:30-09:00

Dr. Erik Neesset, Norwegian University of Life Sciences, Norwa

09:00-10:20 Session 1: Biomass and carbon stock estimates

10:20-10:50 [®fe)i(zERAI=E1

10:50-12:30 Session 2: Tree species and forest type classification

12:30-13:30 [MualelgW{e]fe)Vi[e[Te))

Keynote 2: Remote Sensing of Vegetation 3D Structure for Biodiversity and Habitat: Review and
o Bu R Holod | mplications for LIDAR-RaDAR Spaceborne Missions
Dr. Kathleen Bergen, University of Michigan, USA

14:00-15:20 Session 3: Data fusion and integration
15:20-16:20 Poster Session (Lobby, Interdisciplinary Life Sciences Bldg.) & Break

16:20-18:00 Session 4: Forest Inventory (1)

kMol B2 AMel0dDiNNer at the Hilton Ballroom 4 — Texas BBQ menu; performance by the Aggie Wranglers
Day 2 - Friday, Oct. 16

Keynote 3: Global vegetation structure from space- The promise of future NASA lidar missions

08:00-08:30

Dr. K. Jon Ranson, NASA, USA
08:30-10:10 Session 5: Forest Inventory (2)

10:10-10:40 [Se)iCERAEIGELS

10:40-12:00 Session 6: Forest inventory (3): Individual tree-level

12:00-13:00 [Muale g W o] ge)Vi[e[le)}

Keynote 4: Beyond inventory: Lidar applications in ecophysiology and silviculture

13:00-13:30 gy, nne, Virginia Tech, USA

13:30-14:30 Session 7: Silvicultural and ecological applications

14:30-15:00 [®fe)j{zRM=1(=ELS

15:00-16:00 Session 8: Terrestrial Lidar Applications

16:00-16:50 Panel Discussion

16:50-17:00 [ heNrEInElE
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07:30-08:00 Registration & Conference Check-in; Auditorium, Interdisciplinary Life Sciences Bldg,
Texas A&M University

08:00-08:30 Opening Address, Dr. Jeffrey R. Seemann, Vice President for Research, Texas A&M
University
Auditorium, Interdisciplinary Life Sciences Bldg

08:30-09:00 Keynote Speech 1
Sampling with airborne lasers for regional forest inventory
Dr. Erik Neesset, Professor, Department of Ecology and Natural Resource Management,

Norwegian University of Life Sciences, Norway
Session 1: Biomass and carbon stock estimates
Moderator: Erik Naesset

09:00-09:20 Estimating forest biomass on the western lowlands of the Kenai Peninsula of Alaska
using plot- and lidar-based canopy surface structure measurements
Hans-Erik Andersen, Anchorage Forestry Sciences Laboratory, USDA Forest Service PNW Research Station,
USA
Ken Winterberger

09:20-09:40 Estimating plot-scale biomass in a western North American mixed-conifer forest from
lidar-derived tree stems
Eric Rowell, National Center for Landscape Fire Analysis, The University of Montana, USA
Carl Seielstad, John Goodman & Lloyd Queen

09:40-10:00 Lidar waveform-based woody and foliar biomass estimation in savanna environments
Jiaying Wu, Rochester Institute of Technology, USA
J.A.N van Aardt, Greg Asner, Ty Kennedy-Bowdoin, Barend Erasmus, Renaud Mathieu & Izak Smit

10:00-10:20 Estimating forest carbon budget of Ehime using airborne laser profiling
Hayato Tsuzuki, Ehime University, Matsuyama, Japan
Ross Nelson & Tatsuo Sweda

10:20-10:50 Coffee & Break

Session 2: Tree species and forest type classification

Moderator: Jan van Aardt

10:50-11:10 Classification for Deciduous and Coniferous Trees Using Airborne LiDAR and Internal
Structure Reconstructions
Connie Ko, York University, Canada
Gunho Sohn &Tarmo K. Remmel

11:10-11:30 Comparing classification strategies for tree species recognition using airborne laser
scanner data
Hans @rka, Norwegian University of Life Sciences, Norway
Erik Neesset & Ole Martin Bollandsds

11:30-11:50 Tree species classification based on full-waveform airborne laser scanning data
Markus Hollaus, Institute of Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing, TU-Vienna, Austria
Werner Miicke, Bernhard Hdfle, Wouter Dorigo, Norbert Pfeifer, Wolfgang Wagner & Christoph Bauerhansl

11:50-12:10 Classification of individual trees in an urban landscape using small-footprint discrete-
return imaging lidar
Rupesh Shrestha, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, USA
Randolph Wynne

12:10-12:30 Forest site type classification using single tree level Airborne Laser Scan
Markus Holopainen, University of Helsinki, Finland
Mikko Vastaranta, Xiaowei Yu, Juha Hyyppd, Harri Kaartinen & Hannu Hyyppd

12:30-13:30 Lunch (provided)
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Keynote Speech 2
Remote Sensing of Vegetation 3D Structure for Biodiversity and Habitat:
13:30-14:00 Review and Implications for LiIDAR-RaDAR Spaceborne Missions
Dr. Kathleen Bergen, Associate Research Scientist, The School of Natural Resources
and Environment, University of Michigan, USA
Session 3: Data fusion and integration
Moderator: Kathleen Bergen
14:00-14:20 Synergistic use of very high frequency radar and discrete- lidar return for estimating
biomass in temperate hardwood and mixed forests
Asim Banskota, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, USA
14:20-14:40 Forest Classification by Fusing Airborne LIiDAR and Spaceborne SAR Data
Sonia M. Ortiz, , Department of Biometrics, Forest Research Institute Baden-Wuerttember,
Germany
Johannes Breidenbach, Heidi Biuerle & Arne Nothdurft
14:40-15:00 Estimation of Forest Attributes using Airborne Laser Scanning Data and Orthophotos : a
Comparison of Different Methods
Christoph Straub, Department of Remote Sensing and Landscape Information Systems, Albert-Ludwigs-
University, Freiburg, Germany
Holger Weinacker & Barbara Koch
15:00-15:20 Quantifying diameter and basal area distributions of uneven-aged tolerant hardwood
stands using low density LiDAR
Trevor Jones, Ontario Forest Research Institute, Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, Canada
Murray Woods & Kevin Lim
15:20-16:20

Poster Session (Lobby, Interdisciplinary Life Sciences Bldg.) & Break

Session 4: Forest Inventory (1)
Moderator: Jacqueline Rosette
16:20-16:40 Lidar intensity normalization in rugged forested terrain
Demetrios Gatziolis, PNW Forest Inventory and Analysis, Portland, USA
16:40-17:00 Updating forest spatial data by using ALS measurements and information collected with
a harvester
Timo Melkas, Metsateho Oy, Helsinki, FInland
Mikko Vastaranta, Reija Haapanen, Markus Holopainen, Juha Hyyppa & Hannu Hyyppéa
17:00-17:20 Assessing deadwood existence in canopy gaps by using ALS data
Mikko Vehmas, Faculty of Forestry, University of Joensuu, Finland
Petteri Packalén & Matti Maltamo
17:20-17:40 A growth prediction system for regional forest resources derived from LiDAR data
Tohru Nakajima, The University of Tokyo, Japan
17:40-18:00 Lidar Applications in Precision Forestry
L. Monika Moskal, College of Forest Resources & Precision Forestry Cooperative,
University of Washington, USA
Todd Erdody, Akira Kato, Jeffery Richardson, Guang Zheng, & David Briggs

19:00-21:00 Dinner at the Hilton Ballroom 4
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Keynote Speech 3:
Global vegetation structure from space- The promise of future NASA lidar

08:00-08:30 missions
Dr. K. Jon Ranson, NASA Project Scientist and Acting Branch Head, the Biospheric
Sciences Branch, NASA, USA

Session 5: Forest Inventory (2)

Moderator: Jon Ranson

08:30-08:50 Derivation of Forest Type Information from Large-footprint Spaceborne LiDAR
Waveforms
Junjie Zhang, International Institute for Geo-Information Science and Earth Observation, the Netherlands
Alfred de Gier & Yangiu Xing

08:50-09:10 Stand-level forest assessment using satellite LIiDAR
Jacqueline Rosette, Department of Geography, Swansea University, UK
Juan Sudrez, Peter North & Sietse Los

09:10-09:30 Systematic Sampling of Scanning Lidar Swaths
Wesley Marcell, Spatial Sciences Lab., Dept. of Ecosystem Science and Management, Texas A&M University,
USA
Marian Eriksson &Sorin Popescu

09:30-09:50 Different sampling strategies for field training plots in ALS inventory
Matti Maltamo, Department of Ecology and Natural Resource Management, Norwegian University of Life
Sciences, Norway
Ole Martin Bollandsds, Erik Neesset, Terje Gobakken & Petteri Packalén

09:50-10:10 Modeling Large-area Canopy Surface Heights from Lidar Transects and Quickbird Data
Gang Chen, Department of Geography, University of Calgary, Canada
Geoffrey Hay

10:10-10:40 Coffee & Break

Session 6: Forest inventory (3): Individual tree-level
Moderator: Demetrios Gatziolis
10:40-11:00 Forest Inventory, LIiDAR, and Patents
James Flewelling, Seattle Biometrics & Analysis, LLC, Seattle, WA, USA
11:00-11:20 An individual crown delineation algorithm based on Object-Oriented segmentation and
classification
Juan Suarez, Northern Research Station, Roslin, Midlothian, UK
Mario di Lucca, Jim Goudie, Georgios Xenakis, Barry Gardiner, Ken Polsson & Mike Perks
11:20-11:40 Precision of LIDAR Tree Measurements on Orthogonal Flight Lines
Theresa Arnold, Department of Forestry, Mississippi State University, USA
Robert Parker & David Evans
11:40-12:00 A new method for individual tree measurement from airborne LiDAR
Muhammad Zulkarnain Abd Rahman, Delft University of Technology, the Netherlands
Ben Gorte

12:00-13:00 Lunch (provided)
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Keynote Speech 4
Beyond inventory: Lidar applications in ecophysiology and silviculture

13:00-13:30 Dr. Randolph Wynne, Professor of Forestry Remote Sensing, The Department of Forest
Resources and Environmental Conservation, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State
University, USA

Session 7: Silvicultural and ecological applications

Moderator: Randolph Wynne

13:30-13:50 Characterizing forest structure using a lidar derived complexity index
Karin van Ewijk, Department of Geography, Queen's University, Canada
Paul Treitz & Neal Scott

13:50-14:10 Testing the performance of a forest characterization scheme using multiple dataset
comparison
Naoko Miura, School of Mathematical and Geospatial Sciences, RMIT University, Victoria, Australia
Simon Jones

14:10-14:30 Can lidar-derived LAI assess differences in pine plantation silviculture?
Alicia Peduzzi, Virginia Tech, USA
Randolph Wynne, Thomas Fox &  Valerie Thomas

14:30-15:00 Coffee & Break

Session 8: Terrestrial Lidar Applications
Moderator: Monika Moskal
15:00-15:20 Automated detection of branch dimensions in woody skeletons of fruit tree canopies
Alexander Bucksch, Delft Institute of Earth Observation and Space Systems, Delft University of Technology,
The Netherlands
Stefan Fleck
15:20-15:40 Reconstructing Forests in 3-D and Measuring Forest Structure with Echidna® Ground-
Based Lidar
Alan Strahler, Boston University, USA
Crystal Schaaf, Curtis Woodcock, David Jupp, Darius Culvenor, Glenn Newnham & Jenny Lovell
15:40-16:00 Simulation of hemispherical photographs in the canopy of tree diversity clusters
Dominik Seidel, University of Gottingen, Géttingen, Germany
Stefan Fleck & Christoph Leuschner
16:00-16:50

Panel Discussion

16:50-17:00 Closing Remarks
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Poster Session
Posters will be displayed from Thursday, at noon, till Friday, at 3:00pm; Authors need to present
posters on Thursday, September 17, 15:20 to 16:20.

PO1

P02

PO3

P04

PO5

PO6

PO7

PO8

P09

P10

P11

P12

P13

P14

P15

Relating forest attributes and area-based LIiDAR metrics for western Oregon

Michael Goerndt, Oregon State University, USA

Vicente Monleon & Hailemariam Temesgen

Tree species classification based on full-waveform airborne laser scanning data

Markus Hollaus, Institute of Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing, TU-Vienna, Austria

Werner Miicke, Bernhard Hdfle, Wouter Dorigo, Norbert Pfeifer, Wolfgang Wagner & Christoph Bauerhansl
The use of lidar and color infrared imagery to measure forest characteristics in the William
B. Bankhead forest

Szymanski Fields, Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Sciences, Alabama Agricultural and
Mechanical University, USA

Wubishet Tadesse, Luben Dimov & Callie Schweitzer

Different sources of auxiliary information in coarse woody debris inventory

Pesonen Annukka, University of Joensuu, Finland

Packalén Petteri, Maltamo Matti & Kangas Annika

Automatic tree location mapping using TLS for plot-wise forest inventory

Xinlian Liang, Finnish Geodetic Institute, Finland

Paula Litkey, Juha Hyyppa, Harri Kaartinen, Mikko Vastaranta & Markus Holopainen

Vegetation Assessment with Online Waveform Terrestrial Lidar Technology - A Comparative
Study of Online Waveform Versus Single Return Lidar Scanners

Malic Dekkar, Riegl USA

Vladimir Kadatskiy

A Comparison of Airborne Profiling and Scanning LIDAR Systems for Estimating Suitable
Delmarva Fox Squirrel Habitat in Dorchester County, MD

Ryan Sheridan, Spatial Sciences Lab., Dept. of Ecosystem science and management, Texas A&M University, USA
Muge Mutlu, Cherry Keller, Dan Boss & Ross Nelson

LiDAR canopy height and shape measurements in a sagebrush-steppe ecosystem

Jessica Mitchell, Idaho State University, USA

Nancy Glenn

Fusion of LIDAR and Imagery for Estimating Canopy Fuels in Eastern Washington Forests
Todd Erdody, University of Washington, USA

L. Monika Moskal

Classification of a Mixed Hardwood Forest using Hyperspectral and Lidar Data

Jessica Walker, Virginia Tech, USA

Reconstructing Forests in 3-D and Measuring Forest Structure with Echidna® Ground-Based
Lidar

Alan Strahler, Boston University, USA

Crystal Schaaf, Curtis Woodcock, David Jupp, Darius Culvenor, Glenn Newnham & Jenny Lovell

Rangeland Woody Plant Biomass Estimation by Employing Ground-based Lidar Remote
Sensing for Bioenergy Uses

Nian-Wei Ku, Spatial Sciences Lab., Dept. of Ecosystem science and management, Texas A&M University, USA
Sorin Popescu

Evaluating the Spatial Accuracy of Imputed Forest Biomass Estimates: Preliminary Results
Donald Gagliasso, Oregon State University, USA

Hailemariam Temesgen & Susan Hummel

Exploring approaches to extracting lidar points for LAl estimation

Nilam Kayastha, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, USA

Valerie Thomas & Randolph Wynne

Introduction of Local Difference Algorithm and a New Approach of Stream Map Accuracy
Assessment

Joowon Park, University of Washington, USA
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P16

P17

P18

P19

P20

P21

P22

P23

Finn Krogstad, Jim Fridley & L. Monika Moskal

Current Lidar applications in the Guanica Tropical Dry Forest Reserve

Sebastidn Martinuzzi, University of Idaho, USA

Lee Vierling, William Gould, Andrew Hudak, Ross Nelson & Jeffrey Evans

Vegetation Change Detection and Quantification Using Landsat Time-Series and Lidar Data
Birgit Peterson, United States Forest Service, Sioux Falls, SD, USA

Kurtis Nelson

Assessing the contribution of small-footprint lidar data for estimating soil respiration
Valquiria F. Quirino, Virginia Tech, USA

Randolph H. Wynne, John R. Seiler & Valerie A. Thomas

Increasing Forest Area of Japan as revealed by Multitemporal Airborne Laser Profiling
Yoshiko Maeda, Ehime University, Japan

Hayato Tsuzuki, Ross Nelson & Tatsuo Sweda

Estimating forest canopy fuel parameters using lidar data for fire behavior modeling

Muge Mutlu, , Spatial Sciences Lab., Dept. of Ecosystem science and management, Texas A&M University, USA
Sorin Popescu

Determining change in vegetation structure using small-footprint, waveform-resolving lidar
Amar Nayegandhi, Jacobs Technology, contracted to US Geological Survey, USA

Monica Palaseanu-Lovejoy & Robert Woodman

Retrieving Forest Parameters using Laser Scanning Technology

Taye Mengesha, University College Dublin, Ireland

Maarten Nieuwenhuis

Mapping Tree Species Using LIDAR in Mixed-Coniferous Forests
Agus Suratno, College of Forestry and Conservation, The University of Montana, USA
Carl Seielstad & Lloyd Queen
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http://capso.tamu.edu
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Parking for the Icebreaker Reception & Conference
Parking is available in the North Side Parking Garage on University Drive and the University Center Parking
Garage (in between Houston and Throckmorton). Throckmorton is a one-way street going south. Coke is a one-

way street going north.

Joe Routt Blvd is closed due to construction, so to get to the University Center Parking Garage, you will want to

enter campus from George Bush Drive. If you enter campus:

® On Houston Street (easiest way)... you will stay on Houston Street, until you get to the University

Center Parking Garage on your right.

® On Coke Street... you will drive until you get to Joe Routt Blvd, then make a left, and another left on

Throckmorton. The parking garage will be on your right.

Interdisciplinary Life Sciences Building (conference venue)

The Silvilaser 2009 Conference will be held in the east end of the building (to the right of the star in the inset).
The Interdisciplinary Life Sciences Building is located on Old Main Drive on the Texas A&M campus. To get to
the conference venue from the conference hotel, take University Drive west toward the Easterwood Airport. At
Wellborn Road overpass (past Schotzy’s on your right) exit University Drive to the right. Make a left on to

Wellborn Road. Turn left at Old Main Drive.

Donald L. Houston Center

200 Discovery Drive Suite 101
4460 TAMU

College Station, TX 77843-4460

Tel. 979.845.6036 Fax 979.845.6407
capso@tamu.edu
http://capso.tamu.edu
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Bus Schedule
Silvilaser 2009 Conference
October 14-16, 2009

Wednesday, October 14

Reception at University Club 5:00pm to 7:00pm
1 bus — Hilton to Rudder 4:45pm
1 bus — Hilton to Rudder 5:15pm
1 bus — Hilton to Rudder 5:45pm
1 bus — Hilton to Rudder 6:15pm
1 bus — Rudder to Hilton 6:00pm
1 bus — Rudder to Hilton 6:45pm
1 bus — Rudder to Hilton 7:15pm

Bus will pick up at the side entrance of the Hilton. Bus will make round trips
picking up and dropping off between the Hilton and Rudder.

Thursday, October 15

Conference at ILSB 8:00am to 6:00pm
1 bus — Hilton to ILSB 7:00am
1 bus — Hilton to ILSB 7:30am
1 bus — ILSB to Hilton 6:15pm

6:45pm

Friday, October 16

Conference at ILSB 8:00am to 5:00pm
1 bus — Hilton to ILSB 7:00am
1 bus — Hilton to ILSB 7:30am
1 bus — Rudder to Hilton 5:15pm
1 bus — Rudder to Hilton 5:45pm

*ILSB - Interdisciplinary Life Sciences Building

Donald L. Houston Center

200 Discovery Drive Suite 101
4460 TAMU

College Station, TX 77843-4460

Tel. 979.845.6036 Fax 979.845.6407
capso@tamu.edu
http://capso.tamu.edu
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Conference Chair:
Dr. Sorin Popescu, Texas A&M University

Conference Co-chairs:

Dr. Ross Nelson, NASA Goddard Space Flight Center

Dr. Kaiguang Zhao, Texas A&M University

Dr. Amy Neuenschwander, Center for Space Research, University of Texas

Scientific committee:

Randolph H. Wynne, Virginia Tech

Jason Stoker, USGS Earth Resources Observation and Science (EROS), SD
Monika Moskal, University of Washington

Hans-Erik Andersen, USDA Forest Service

David Evans, Mississippi State University

Ralph Dubayah, University of Maryland

Lee Vierling, University of Idaho

Jan van Aardt, Rochester Institute of Technology, NY
Zachary Bortolot, James Madison University, VA

Erik Naesset, Norway Univ. of Life Sciences, Norway
Juha Hyyppa, Finnish Geodetic Institute, Finland

Matti Maltamo, University of Joensuu, Finland

Terje Gobakken, Norway Univ. of Life Sciences, Norway
Mike Wulder, Canadian Forest Service, Canada

Paul Treitz, Queens University, Canada

Chris Hopkinson, Nova Scotia C.C., Canada

Nicholas Coops, University of British Columbia, Canada
Barbara Koch, University of Freiburg, Germany

Norbert Pfeifer, TU, Vienna, Austria

Ross Hill, Bournemouth University, UK

Juan Suarez, Forest Research, UK

Nicolas Paparoditis, IGN - Laboratoire MATIS

Frédéric Bretar, IGN, MATIS - Lidar Group

Yasumasa Hirata, FFPRI, Japan

Chinsu Lin, National Chiayi University, Taiwan

Johan Holmgren, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences

Conference Logistics Coordinator
Maxine Miskimen

Conference Business Coordinator
Karen Berg

Webmaster
Jaclyn Tech
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Randolph H. Wynne, Virginia Tech

Jason Stoker, USGS Earth Resources Observation and Science (EROS), SD
Hans-Erik Andersen, USDA Forest Service

David Evans, Mississippi State University

Ralph Dubayah, University of Maryland

Lee Vierling, University of Idaho

Jan van Aardt, Rochester Institute of Technology, NY
Zachary Bortolot, James Madison University, VA

Ross Nelson, NASA, USA

Kaiguang Zhao, Texas A&M University

Sorin Popescu, Texas A&M University

Amy Neuenschwander, University of Texas

Erik Naesset, Norway Univ. of Life Sciences, Norway
Juha Hyyppa, Finnish Geodetic Institute, Finland

Matti Maltamo, University of Joensuu, Finland

Terje Gobakken, Norway Univ. of Life Sciences, Norway
Mike Wulder, Canadian Forest Service, Canada

Paul Treitz, Queens University, Canada

Chris Hopkinson, Nova Scotia C.C., Canada

Nicholas Coops, University of British Columbia, Canada
Barbara Koch, University of Freiburg, Germany

Norbert Pfeifer, TU, Vienna, Austria

Ross Hill, Bournemouth University, UK

Juan Suarez, Forest Research, UK

Frédéric Bretar, IGN, MATIS - Lidar Group

Yasumasa Hirata, FFPRI, Japan

Chinsu Lin, National Chiayi University, Taiwan

Johan Holmgren, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences

Information on the host institution - Texas A&M University

From humble beginnings in 1876 as Texas' first public institution of higher learning, to a
bustling 5,000-acre campus with a nationally recognized faculty, Texas A&M University is one
of a select few universities with land-grant, sea-grant and space-grant designations. With an
enrollment of about half men and half women, 25 percent of the freshman class are the first in
their family to attend college. Here, 38,000-plus undergraduates and more than 9,000 graduate
students have access to world-class research programs and award-winning faculty. Texas A&M
has two branch campuses, one in Galveston, Texas, and one in the Middle Eastern country of
Qatar.

This research-intensive flagship university with 10 colleges was recently ranked first in the
nation by The Washington Monthly for "tangible contributions to the public interest.” U.S. News
and World Report ranked Texas A&M third nationally as a "best value™ among public
universities. Many degree programs are ranked among the top 10 in the country.
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